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Thanks for your comments and suggestions on a number of different topics relevant to
our paper and its conclusions. Several of these topics are included among the many
suggestions and questions raised in the extensive reviews of the three referees of our
paper, and the matters should all be substantially clarified in the revised paper, which
will be submitted to the journal within the next few days. It will be much more efficient,
and the responses to the topics that you raise will be much clearer, if the responses
can refer to parts of our revised paper, so I request several more days to complete our
response.

Sincere apologies for the time it is taking to complete our revision of the paper and
responses to all comments. The comments and the detailed reviews by three referees
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have been very helpful, and I trust that you will find the revised version to be much
clearer.
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